
7th MI members at our 2nd Annual Charlie Colegrove Live Shoot, April 2015. Photo by  E. Painter

Volume XL     No. 5     May 2021

  May we   
    finally   

   DarE   
hope that 
winter is  
truly   
over?!?

Image pIosted on Facebook

More 
info on 
page 5

  Upcoming Upcoming 
EventsEvents

Sat., May 15: Charlie Colegrove       Charlie Colegrove       
Memorial Live ShootMemorial Live Shoot

May 29-31: Shroeder Memorial Day Shroeder Memorial Day 
Weekend EncampmentWeekend Encampment

Apr. 30-May 2: McComas Meadow DrillMcComas Meadow Drill    

More 
info on 
page 3

ON
NOW!



F

2

   our score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth  
        on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty,       
               and dedicated to the proposition that all men              

are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can       
  long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war.    
   We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final   
                resting place for those who here gave their lives       
          that that nation might live. It is altogether                       

fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not 
consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave 

men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated 
it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will 

little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can 
never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for 
us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us 
-- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion 

to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall   
   not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall      
  have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the     
                     people, by the people, for the people,                     

    shall not perish from the earth.

Abraham Lincoln
November 19, 1863

The Gettysburg Address

2021 Club Leadership

New Member Chairs:
Daniel Malick (military)
dmalick12@gmail.com

Nicole Mai (civilian)
nicole_scarlett_rose@yahoo.com

President: Dave Downing
Vice President: Steve Church

Secretary: Bill Jarrett
Treasurer/Club Roster: Don Everett
Military: Doug McComas, Captain

                Civilian Coordinator: Sue Colegrove;               
 Co-coordinator: Nicole Mai
Board Members-at-Large:

         Chris Sodman, Anson Roland, Joy Henderson
Quartermaster: Don Everett

Club Historian: Doug McComas
Newsletter Editor: Ellyn Painter

Webmaster: Dick Williams

Website:  7thmich.org/
Email: info@7thmich.org

Annual Membership Dues:
$16.00 – single
$19.20 – family

$6.00 – to receive newsletter as
non-participating/non-voting member

               Mail payments or inquiries to:                           
        7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, Inc.        

  P.O. Box 16206, Lansing, MI 48901-6206

Newsletter Submission Guidelines:
Thanks to all who submitted 

information for this month's issue.
Deadline date for submissions is the 25th 
of each month. Please have all reports, 
articles, notices, etc. in print-ready form. 

I am able to accept documents in most of the 
usual word processing programs or formats.

 If accompanying maps or images are 
needed, please include them (in jpg 

format), if possible. Be sure to ascertain 
that any items coming from another source 

are properly credited, or have obtained 
reprint permission. 

Personal news items are welcomed and 
encouraged, or photos of special 

events. Original articles (800-1000 word 
limit) pertaining to the Civil War or

 reenacting are also desired.

Email submissions to me at:
7thminewsletter@gmail.com

Or mail to:
736 Gettysburg Ave.
Jackson, MI 49203

Thank-you.

        Ellyn Painter, Editor

We honor the sacrifices  of all 
those American veterans,

     from the Civil War  to  the         
       present day, who gave             
       “the last full measure of          
    devotion” to our country.        

God bless America!

mailto:dmalick12@gmail.com
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 Look for 7th  Michigan Events pages connected to 
each of these events. This allows me to  develop 
and report our projected numbers and strength. 

  I strongly encourage your participation and support 
this year.  Let’s demonstrate that we have 
survived, thrived and are continuing our 
leadership of the hobby in the Midwest as one of 
the premiere authentic mainstream units.              
                                                                                        
                                                -----Captain McComas

Military Report:   
April18, 2021 

Events (as known) for the upcoming season:

       

McComas Meadow Drill – April 30-May                       
    Setup Friday after 1pm. Water & wood 
    provided; bring your own food. Open to All!
Charlie Colegrove Memorial Live Shoot – May 15
Shroeder Memorial Day Weekend Encampment –    
      May 28-31   (see detailed info this page)
Nappannee, Indiana event – June 12-13                      
     Website registration contact Vern Zentz                   
     at vernzentz@gmail.com or call 574-214-7656.
Charlton Park – July 17-18
Hale Farm, Ohio – August 14-15
Van Raalte Farms (unconfirmed) Sept. 18-19
Greenmeade Guns & Gowns – Sept. 25-26
Blue & Grey Days – Oct. 2-3
Hartford City, Indiana – Oct. 8-10
7th MI Harvest Ball – Oct. 9
Stones River National Event, Tennessee – Oct.22-24
     We are in Cumberland Guard Battalion. I will be    
     serving as Aide de Camp for Col. Miner. We will     
     coordinate caravanning/ride sharing nearer to       
     the event time. You will likely be under the             
     command of Lt. McComas, as of now. 

You may arrive any time on Friday May 28.  We will be going until the 
afternoon of Monday May 31.  Feel free to arrive or leave any time in 
between.  And no, you don't have to wait until 5 to bring in your vehicle.

There will be separate Civilian and Military camps.  OK to bring your wall 
tents and flies.   Water and firewood will be available.  Sorry, no straw.

We will need to ask $5 per person/$20 per family to cover the cost of 
firewood and a porta-john.

Meals will be on your own.  Feel free to form a mess with your pards.  
Plan on pot-luck dinners for Saturday and Sunday, bring food to share.  
Feel free to dig a fire pit and bring all of your cooking stuff.

Activities are still in the planning stages.  If you have any ideas or 
suggestions, please let me know.  The men will have drill each day.  
There will be a tea for the civilians each afternoon (bring a tea cup if you 
are able).  Feel free to bring equipment/supplies for any period activity 
or games. There will be a dance on Sunday night and a Memorial Day 
service on Monday. 

Soldiers should bring powder and caps.  There is a possibility of shooting 
live, so bring Minie balls if you have them. (Also hearing protection.)    
There will be ladies and children in the near vicinity.  You are expected 
to conduct yourself accordingly.  If you choose to consume spirituous 
beverages, please do so in moderation.  Please keep the camp talk and 
singing quiet.  

My family will  be gone for a few hours at  church on  Sunday afternoon. 
Feel free to join us;  we will be at a Latin Catholic Mass (very close to the 
same Latin Mass that was offered during the Civil War.)  If I may say so, 

It's been WAY too long, and I'm going through wool 
withdrawal.  We can't officially gather at Greenfield 
Village, so we're unofficially gathering in my yard.  Please 
come and join us for a weekend of period clothes, 
sleeping in tents, cooking over a fire, and getting 
together with friends.

Schroeder
Memorial Day Weekend

Field Reenactment
May 28-31, 2021

the music will be amazing.  You are more than welcome to stay in camp while we are gone.  Please don't burn anything down.  

I don't need to remind you that we are in the middle of a serious public health situation.  You are all adults, you are expected to make the best 
decisions for yourself and your families.  Masks and social distancing are not required, but neither are they prohibited.  Do what you feel is best.  If you 
are not feeling well or have been exposed to anyone that is sick (whether it's COVID or the common cold), please stay home.

We live in a cobblestone farm house on 10 acres about 3 miles east of Hillsdale.  The oldest part of the house dates to around 1850.  The house was 
home to 3 brothers who fought in the Civil War.  We are in the middle of remodeling and repainting the house, as well as making some improvements 
to the property and out-buildings, so please pardon our dust.  There may be piles of building materials stacked in odd places.

Our address is 4481 State Rd, Hillsdale, MI.  We are about 2 hours from Detroit and about 45 min south of Jackson.  I-94 is the easiest route from 
Detroit.  Or for a more scenic drive, take US-12.  Both routes take about the same length of time, although US-12 is several miles shorter.  A word of 
caution - there is a lot of construction on I-94.

Please RSVP on Messenger, e-mail Gjwandkids@netzero.net, or phone 517-465-0298.                                                                                                                     
 -----J.R. Schroeder
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Nathan P. Kalmoe. With Ballots and Bullets: Partisanship and 
Violence in the American Civil War.  Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2020.

Nathan Kalmore, a professor at Louisiana State University who 
has been published in  the New York Times and Washington Post, presents 
a groundbreaking study of partisanship during the American Civil War. For 
Kalmore, the political maxims “Elections have consequences” and “All 
politics is local” are cliche but true. The latter could be paraphrased as “All 
partisanship is local” as he focuses on the results of partisanship colliding 
with social identity after the white Southern Democratic leaders violently 
mobilized citizens against democracy following the 1860 election. Highly 
partisan Republicans and lukewarm Northern Democrats countered this by 
using bullets and ballots to preserve the Union. 

Kalmore explains  that ‘partisan’ is a middle French word 
associated with irregular warfare. He argues that leaders of the losing 
party in a national election decide whether democracy and its citizens will 
live or die. In 1860, political paralysis, assassination, and civil war occurred 
after the one time in nearly sixty American presidential elections the 
losing side did not recognize defeat. Using over a million soldier’s records 
and 24 loyal partisan newspapers, Kalmore reveals how Union leaders 
mobilized mass partisanship to win military victory on the battlefield and 
political victory at the ballot box. He states partisanship was a highly 
emotional social identity that relies even today on local party loyalty and 
racial outlook to motivate voters.

Kalmore’s survey of newspapers during seven critical dates in the 
war, including the midterm elections of November 1862 and the aftermath 
of Union victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg in July 1863, confirms the 
uninterrupted Republican pro-war stance while by 1864, Northern 
Democrats had evolved into full war opposition. In a strange observation, 
Kalmore states while the Civil War press was fully partisan, today’s press is 
non-partisan and professional (54)! On the other hand, he sadly 
acknowledges the irony of today’s Republicans now defending  the 
Confederate legacy and that Trump Republicans are rejecting legitimate 
election results. Kalmore believes that current threats to democracy are 
real, though nothing compared to the 1860s since partisan warfare today 
is largely metaphorical.  

 There are no maps or photographs, but the bibliography and 
endnotes are copious. Additional notes are interspersed throughout the 
text.  Kalmore uses detailed tables and figures of statistics to support his 
arguments, and includes 1-3 epigrams of pithy quotes from contemporary 
newspapers or historical figures such as Lincoln and Grant in each chapter. 
With Ballots and Bullets is a significant contribution to Civil War literature, 
useful to both the academic stalwart and the general enthusiast alike.  

                                                                                       ---William John Shepherd

A review of former 7th 
Michigan member 
Nathan Kalmoe's latest 
book appeared in the 
March 2021 issue of  
America's Civil War 
magazine. The draft of 
that review is reprinted 
here by permission of 
the author, William 
John Shepherd. Mr. 
Shepherd  is   University 

The Civil War Book Shelf

Archivist and Head of Special Collections at The 
Catholic University of  America in  Washington, DC. 

Sun., May 9Sun., May 9

Those who attended the Sunday, April 18th club 
membership meeting on ZOOM are:  Dave & Pat 
D-Host., David D., Sue C., Hannah & Chris F., Dan 
& Caitlene M., Doug McC., Al B., Dick & Linda W., 
Ellyn P., Tom & Joan E., Don & Julie E., Celeste H., 
Bob & Carol S., and a surprise visit from Kyle E.  A 
very good turnout! Hope I didn't leave anyone 
out, who may have been lurking in the 
background.                                             ---The Editor

Good ZOOM Attendance!
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The Battle of Stones River reenactment will be held 
October 22-24, 2021 in Lebanon, TN.  Registration for 
Stones River, Atlanta Campaign is $20 before Oct. 1.    
The form for mail-in registration is on the website. 
Electronic registration and payment through Paypal is 
now available on Stones River website: 
www.stonesriver2021.com.   Click on the Registration 
tab.    https://stonesriver2021.com/

The Federal commander is Nick Miner, of the 
Cumberland Guard & the GAR.  The Confederate  com-
mander is Hunter Poythress of the Dept. of the Gulf.  
Sutlers are by invitation only. Thank you.                         
                                                              ---Stones River staff

The date for this year’s shoot is Sat. May 15th. The shoot is 
approached with great anticipation because last year’s shoot 
was cancelled due to the Coved-19 outbreak. 

We have secured the clubhouse to have access to restrooms 
and kitchen. The club will be providing individually wrapped 
doughnuts and rolls for breakfast. There will be coffee and 
bottled water available throughout the day. We ask that if you 
wish to have lunch that you bring your own.The clubhouse 
will be open at 9am; the shoot will begin at 10am. 

The shoot will be held rain or shine, as the firing line is 
covered. You are welcome to bring any firearms that you have 
to shoot on the range. Modern, military, reproduction, rifles 
and handguns are welcome. Remember, all members and 
guests are welcome to shoot; that includes women. Most 
members are willing to share their guns for others to try. I will 
have staple guns, targets, and spotting scope available. For 
those  wanting to shoot their muskets there will be a supply of  
.58 cal minie balls. This year’s featured weapon is an 1860 
Henry rifle. It would be nice if Pete Conklin would bring his 
Spencer, then we could have a shootout between the two 
cartridge repeaters from the Civil War.         

If any of the women wish to join us you could bring something 
to  work  on and  the  ladies  could  sit  and  chat  inside  or out. 
I know that Sue and Julie will be there.

The meeting will follow a break for lunch at 1:30pm.  It will be 
held in the picnic shelter, weather permitting. YOU WILL NEED 
TO BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRS. I will have a selection of sutler 
and free goods available during the day.

Trailer inventory day was cancelled due to lack of participation. 
It will be re-scheduled for a later date. Doug McComas 
suggested that I bring the trailer to the Drill at McComas 
Meadows, but the tires on the trailer are over 15 years old. 
After the vacation from hell in 2019 I can tell you about tires 
that are over 6 years old. They blow out a lot. The people that 
repaired the blow damage on our old StarCraft trailer said that 
trailer tires should be replaced after 5 years. I don’t feel 
comfortable trying to tow the trailer on the highway to Doug’s. 
That being said I will be at MeComas Meadows with the sutler 
stuff , powder, caps, and paper on both days.

                          ---Don Everett, Quartermaster

     QUARTERMASTER REPORT 
  IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ:IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ:

   Charlie Colegrove Memorial Shoot 
   Sat. May 15, 2021–

“A copy of the minutes of previous  club meetings is available upon 
request to all members in good standing.” 

       Bill Jarrett,  Club Secretary   jarrettwilliam30@gmail.com 
5

file:///C:/Users/Ellyn/Desktop/Ellyn's%20Documents/7th%20MI%20NEWSLETTER%20Documents/Graphics%20for%20Newsletters/Motifs,%20Frames,%20Banners,%20Sesquicen.%20Logo,%20&%207th%20MI%20specific/Misc.%20Objects%20&%20Creatures/ww.stonesriver2021.co
ttps://stonesriver2021.com


A Look Back......A Look Back......

Of the image at right, Dave says: It's not the best quality “
picture, but the newspaper issue it came from is almost 
exactly 25 years old. Below is the caption:  'State News, MSU, 
April 29, 1996.  Jerry Zimmerman of Jackson reads while Rob 
Stone of Ann Arbor (left) and Randy Mannor of Howell take a 
nap after marching during the  Civil War Spring Muster on 
Sunday, at the Woldumar Nature Center in Lansing.'”

Dave Downing submitted two photos from the 7th 
Michigan's past: The first taken  at 135th 
Gettysburg in 1998, shows Center of the Union 
line during Pickett's Charge.  Dave: Steve “
Church and I were assigned to the Color Guard. I 
don't recognize the names of others shown in the 
picture...old soldiers tend to lose their memory 
after awhile (*grin).”

These garments are late 1800's to early 1900's:
Silk velvet jackets with brown cotton linings,

Email me at : victoriantailor2000@yahoo.com

Celeste Hude 

AttentionAll: Free Stuff!

rectangular cape, and other jacket pieces. Need repair, however, would also 
be great to use as pieces and parts for something else you might be making. 

FREE to any 7th Michigan member who  can use them.

Cyndi's Socks! 
Indecent Exposure 
Award?? Cyndi Carlson's 

recent display of 
her pretty socks 
(also garters and 
drawers!) on Face-
book has garnered 
some speculation 
as to whether it 
might be  time  to 
resurrect our 7th 
MI annual awards 
tradition: No one 
has received the 
Indecent Exposure 
Award for quite 
awhile. Is Cyndi a 
candidate?
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We live in difficult times. A few weeks ago we viewed 
on our TV screens the bullet-riddled bodies of two 
infamous leaders of hate,  their fate viewed as justice 
by "our side," and as murder by theirs. Our citizens 
still bear the pain and half-healed wounds of the 
September 11 attacks on our country two short years 
ago. The entire Middle East is aflame with enmity 
--Iraq, Palestine and Israel, and with signs of smoke 
elsewhere--and it seems like the  dawn of 
Armageddon, as well it may be.  It must have seemed 
so, likewise, for our ancestors, faced with the 
treachery of brother against brother, of the 
disintegration of their nation. The time of war is upon 
us in our century,  and it was upon them then. 

In my letter last year, I mentioned a reenacting trip to 
Georgia my boyfriend and I took. What great 
memories we have of the"Rebs" we met at our KOA 
campground. We were all reenactors, there for the 
same event; they were real Southerners, we, real 
"Yanks."  We spent .the evenings sitting up until all 
hours, sharing marshmallows and talk around a 
friendly campfire, knowing that next day,  our boys 
would be swapping bullets. Just like the soldiers of old 
who, for all their ferocious animosity towards each 
other, could not quite get out of their heads that they 
were still somehow related,  though estranged, we 
reenactors--in spite of often taking this hobby too 
seriously for anyone's good--feel the kinship of family. 
Maybe the sentiments we speak on such occasions 
are surface only, the kind of polite exchanges that 
occur between  people who really are still strangers, 
but I like to think they are more. 

Prayers for peace are universal and timeless. And one  
wishes that all the animosities around the world could 
be healed by simply sitting down together in the 
warming glow of firelight and becoming friends. For 
all of us who participate in reenactments, as well as 
for those of you who come to reflect with us on old 
wars, I believe there is a healing of sorts. These roles 
we play, against the backdrop of ancient hatreds, are 
in some strange way nourishing to the soul, the food 
of redemption, like a cleansing of recurrent baptisms, 
reminding us that hope still cradles the future of our 
beloved nation--and our world. 

[There was a final paragraph, but it's not pertinent.]
Sincerely,
Ellyn Painter, 
Publications Editor

The Editor

Attached is our newest Newsletter as compiled by our editor, James B. 
Pahl.  We hope that you will enjoy it and please feel free to come and 
visit Michigan's only museum in the state that is exclusively dedicated 
to ensuring that the memory and accomplishments of our country's 
first major veterans' organization, the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and its Union Civil War veteran membership in Michigan are not 
forgotten. 

Our 2021 Sponsorship fundraising program for our 2021 has begun.  If 
you can, we would greatly appreciate your consideration in becoming 
a Museum Sponsor for 2021.  Your donation is tax-deductible and 
your donation will help us recover from the disastrous 2020 year.  The 
last page of this newsletter has a 2021 Sponsorship form that you can 
fill in and send back to us.

Thank you and we are all looking towards a less restrictive but healthy 
2021.

Keith G. Harrison, Board President                                                                 
Michigan's G.A.R. Memorial Hall & Museum                                                
Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827                                                                        
Email: garmichigan@gmail.com                                                                     
Website: https://garmuseum.com                                                                  
                                                                      

 Michigan's G.A.R.
Memorial Hall

& Museum

Latest 
Newsletter:

For 10 years, I served as 
Publications Editor for the (then) 
Cascades Civil War Muster. 
Recently, as I was re-organizing 
digital files, I found my program 
book Welcome letter from the 
2003 Muster.  I think it is still 
timely today.

The Editor

  Happy May Day!         Happy May Day!         
  I had completely forgotten this 3rd  May 
holiday until late this afternoon when my 

doorbell rang and Coletta Crews 
appeared with a  May Day gift for me-   

candy & a cone of flowers!              
Thanks Coletta & Vonda !!
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