
Remember this  live shoot we had in February? I believe the year was                           
2006.  I was  the only woman to attend, hence  my photos of the event!
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The Editor

2021 Club Leadership2021 Club Leadership

New Member Chairs:
Daniel Malick (military)
dmalick12@gmail.com

Nicole Mai (civilian)
nicole_scarlett_rose@yahoo.com

President: Dave Downing
Vice President: Steve Church

Secretary: Bill Jarrett
Treasurer/Club Roster: Don Everett
Military: Doug McComas, Captain

                Civilian Coordinator: Sue Colegrove;               
 Co-coordinator: Nicole Mai
Board Members-at-Large:

                   Chris Sodman, Anson Roland,                     
                                 Joy Henderson

Quartermaster: Don Everett
Club Historian: Doug McComas
Newsletter Editor: Ellyn Painter

Webmaster: Dick Williams

Website:  7thmich.org/
Email: info@7thmich.org

Annual Membership Dues:
$16.00 – single
$19.20 – family

$6.00 – to receive newsletter as
non-participating/non-voting member

               Mail payments or inquiries to:                           
        7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, Inc.        

  P.O. Box 16206, Lansing, MI 48901-6206

Newsletter Submission Guidelines:
Thanks to all who submitted 

information for this month's issue.
Deadline date for submissions is the 25th 
of each month. Please have all reports, 
articles, notices, etc. in print-ready form. 

I am able to accept documents in most of the 
usual word processing programs or formats.

 If accompanying maps or images are 
needed, please include them (in jpg 

format), if possible. Be sure to ascertain 
that any items coming from another source 

are properly credited, or have obtained 
reprint permission. 

Personal news items are welcomed and 
encouraged, or photos of special 

events. Original articles (800-1000 word 
limit) pertaining to the Civil War or

 reenacting are also desired.

Email submissions to me at:
7thminewsletter@gmail.com

Or mail to:
736 Gettysburg Ave.
Jackson, MI 49203

Thank-you.

        Ellyn Painter, Editor

In This Issue:In This Issue:
Final Reminder- Dues Are Due!

Upcoming Virtual  Club Meeting Feb. 21“ ” –
Michigan GAR Newsletter

Men's ZOOM  Breakfast-Feb. 20“ ”
And more.....

mailto:dmalick12@gmail.com
mailto:info@7thmich.org
mailto:7thminewsletter@gmail.com
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From the Captain: Military Report 

It was good to see our pards, even virtually.  I hope to have at least one Zoom military meeting this 
winter, and, God willing, to have another “minimuster” on my property in the late spring to start our drill 
and open our season.

Stay tuned! We are heading for the field once again this year.

I remain your most obedient servant,

Captain McComas  

Jane RoseJane Rose

The 7th M I  extends                                         
a warm welcome to                                          
returning member 

She is the former (retired) Executive 
Director of Meridian Historical Village,         
and was a 7th MI member in the late 1990's. 

From the President

expert on Zoom, but between us we should be able to come up with a solution.     More info - Dave Downing 517-881-9746

7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Company B, Inc (nonprofit) meeting - Sunday Feb. 
21 at 2pm via Zoom. Log in details will be emailed to you using the email addresses where you get 
the newsletter. If you don't receive the newsletter by email, then contact Dave Downing for details. 
You can join a Zoom meeting using computer, tablet or cell phone. 

Military and Civilian Zoom Get Together - On Saturday, Feb. 20, the guys are planning to 
have a BYOB (bring your own breakfast) on Zoom - actually anyone is invited to join in. This is reviving 
a tradition of having breakfasts on the Saturday morning before club meetings. We'll start at 9am, 
and go until 10:30am at the latest.

At that time the Civilians will take over for getting together. Everyone can bring a project to work on 
like back when we were able to meet in person. Or, just have some coffee and hang out with 
everyone. 

Breakfast - 9am to 10:30am                                                                                                                                 
Civilians Get Together - 10:30 to whenever                                                                                                        
7th Michigan Meeting - Sunday Feb 21:Military meets at 1:30, General Meeting begins at 2

Log in information will be sent via email using the newsletter email listing. You can log into Zoom on 
your computer, tablet or cell phone. If you need help or information, please contact me. I'm not an 

We remain  most hopeful  that  we  will  have  at least  some  events  to  attend  this  season.  I 
recently attended the (virtual) Cumberland Guard meeting.   Max events for the Guard are tentatively set 
as Hale Farm, Hastings, Jackson, and Hartford City.  There are big questions at this writing about all 
Michigan events and in most cases decisions will be make closer to the event based on conditions.    The 
Guard did not have a national event for the 2021 season.

That said, I am confident we will be together and will be reenacting this season.  I encourage you in the 
military to continue to develop/grow your Confederate kit.  We may well be called on more frequently to 
“go reb”  in this current environment as there are fewer Confederates every season for a variety of 
reasons. 

There was a tentative listing of regional events but until things firm up a bit I think it best not to list them 
all out.  
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          REMINDER FOR MEMBERS             
THAT HAVE NOT PAID 2021 DUES

Donald/Nancy Buck
Jack Byers

Sue Colgrove
Dan Conklin

George Conklin
Keven/Gina Courter

Joseph/Anthony DiSano
Drayson/Dorothy Doyle
Chris/Hannah Fenrich

David Graham
Scott Graham

Joy Henderson
Celeste Hude

Marilyn/Ned Hughes
Bill Jarrett

Paul/Nicole Mai
Lyle/Walter Malaski
Dan/Caitlene Malick

Dale/Debra Marvin/VanElst
Russ McKenzie

Dustin/Amanda Mientkiewicz
Jay Pearson

Anson/Lorrie Roland
Jeff/Lin Sanborn

Wyatt Strauss
Vonda Warren

hear of anyone leaving the hobby and/or wanting to sell their kit. We are always looking 
for “new” stock for the Quartermaster.

**FREE FREE FREE** We have back issues of Camp Chase Gazette, Hallowed Ground, 
Time Life Civil War specials, and National Geographic specials that are free. There are 
also books on various Civil War subjects,  including 2 copies of a table top Military Atlas 
of the Civil War, companion book to Ken Burns series, Top Sergeant: the life and times of 
the Sgt. Major of the Army, Founding Myths: Stories That Hide Our Patriotic Past, An 
Illustrated History of the Civil War, Civil War Gentlemen: 1860’s Apparel Arts & Uniforms, 
The Civil War day by Day, The American Civil War, 365 Days Time Chart History of the 
Civil War, and Time Life Battle Atlas of the Civil War. This is a small sample of what we 
have. I will have them at in person meetings for a while (when we are allowed to have 
meetings), if they are not taken they will be donated to a Library or trashed. We have 
also received a donation to the club of 6 canvas camp stools and 3 modern nylon camp 
stools from Dick and Linda Williams. They are free to any member that wants them. 
**FREE FREE FREE**  

A suggestion was put forward that we replace the large ladies' wall tent with a 7x7x9 A-
tent with doors on both ends, and add another 12 foot fly so we could have a small fly 
on both ends. The A-tent would be easier to put up. You can stand up in the 7 foot A. 
This is a suggestion and I would have brought it to the Ladies meeting on the 25th  but 
there wasn’t many ladies that were able to attend the Zoom meeting. The ladies and 
civilians need to think about and discuss this suggestion over the winter. If you would 
like you can contact the Quartermaster at 517-393-3475 or djkeverett@comcast.net 
with your questions and comments. If we do not have any further comments the Board 
will decide on the disposition of the ladies' tent.

Dues are due!!
It’s that time of year again! Your dues need to be received by Feb 20, 2021 
for you to be included in the roster for Greenfield Village’s 
Remembrance Day event.                

We are just starting to receive dues so the list of members that owe 2021 dues is long 
because most members pay dues at the annual meeting. Dues are: $16 for single, $19.20 
for family.  Due to the lack of face-to-face meetings please mail dues to 7th  Michigan 
Infantry Co. B, Inc., PO Box 16206, Lansing MI 48901-6206. 

If you paid dues by mail after Jan. 25th  they will not show up as paid until the March 
newsletter. If you are on the below list and have paid your dues, contact me to 
straighten out any problems. I apologize for any inconvenience.                                              
                                                                                                       ----Don Everett, Quartermaster

Quartermaster Report  
of 1/25/2021

Uncle Don’s Sutlery-- I mean the 7th Sutlery-- has 
just acquired the remainder of Chris Sodman’s 
store. With the exception of a few items everything 
is new.  We also still have the used items that we 
had in the past. If you are looking for something, 
check the list or get in touch with me to check the 
old stock. Powder is $19 per pound, caps are $7 
per tin. We have just acquired 2 pairs of brogans 
size 11, one almost new ($40) one older pair that 
has new soles and heels ($30). Let  me  know if you 
   

February is

Black History 
Month

mailto:djkeverett@comcast.net


Attached is our newest Newsletter (PDF) as compiled by our editor, James B. 
Pahl. Several pieces of exciting news are contained in this newsletter, including 
two wonderful new exhibits and the availability of a new publication from the 
Museum. We hope that you enjoy it and please feel free to come and visit 
Michigan's only museum in the state that is exclusively dedicated to ensuring 
that the memory and accomplishments of our country's first major veterans' 
organization, the Grand Army of the Republic, and its Union Civil War veteran 
membership in Michigan are not forgotten.

Our 2021 Sponsorship fundraising program for our 2021 has begun. If you can, 
we   would  greatly  appreciate  your   consideration  in  becoming  a    Museum 

 

New Newsletter Issue:    
Michigan’s G.A.R. Memorial 

Hall and Museum

Sponsor for 2021. This donation is tax-deductible and your donation will help us recover from the disastrous 2020 year. The last page of 
this newsletter has a 2021 Sponsorship form that you can fill in and send back to us.

Thank you and we are all looking towards a less restrictive but healthy 2021.

Keith G. Harrison, Board President                                                                                                           
Michigan's G.A.R. Memorial Hall & Museum                                                                                           
Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827                                                                                                                   
garmichigan@gmail.com                                                                                                                            
https://garmuseum.com

“A copy of the minutes of previous 
club meetings is available upon request 

to all members in good standing.” 
     Bill Jarrett,  Club Secretary

   jarrettwilliam30@gmail.com

Quote From the Website & Facebook: "The College’s long and storied history has been committed to equality and freedom since its 
founding. In fact, a higher percentage of Hillsdale students enlisted during the Civil War than from any other western college. Of the 
more than 400 who fought for the Union, four earned the Congressional Medal of Honor, three became generals, and many more 
served as regimental commanders. Sixty gave their lives.

The restoration of the Civil War monument on our campus represents our dedication to honor and to uphold freedom and opportunity 
for all. This goal will unite generations of Hillsdale alumni and students, and leave a lasting legacy for the place and community that 
has touched us all so deeply.   Help the Class of 2021 honor our veterans and share in the College’s dedication to freedom with the 
restoration of the Civil War Statue! We are always stronger together! "

Please consider donating to this project at Hillsdale College. 

https://www.givecampus.com/schools/HillsdaleCollege/2021-senior-class-gift?fbclid=IwAR34sKbVtxGWu7EWsgFNrClS513_qyr4xPAVu0Tb-bp-uxK3SFnN4EgSRn0#updates

 Hillsdale College Holds Fund  Raiser for  
Restoration of the School's Civil War Monument  

   Goal is $25,000  /   Campaign Ends July 1, 2021
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The Editor

Permission to print the puzzle image above granted by owner Bob 
Armstrong https://www.oldpuzzles.com/  (Bob Armstrong's Old 
Jigsaw Puzzles, Worcester, Massachusetts)  from his extensive 
collection. This United States map puzzle was cut  circa 1860  (note 
Canada was still English possession until 1867) probably  by M.H. 
Traubel Lith, Philadelphia, PA. (no box so can't be sure). Solid wood, 
20  simply cut pieces by a coping saw.  Puzzle donated to American 
Antiquarian Society.  Size: 7 inches by 5 inches.  Mr. Armstrong's 
website is wonderful. Family members, particularly son, Conrad 
http://www.newpuzzles.com/index.html    are skilled and innovative 
wooden puzzle makers. Check them out. 

Have a Happy Valentine's DayHave a Happy Valentine's Day

A  (Very) Brief History of Jigsaw Puzzles:                                 
Did People Have Them in the 1860's?  By Ellyn Painter

 

This year has, of course,  wrought many changes in the way we live, and--most negative-- on the economy. At least one segment of 
the market, however,  has seen a  remarkable 300-370%  increase in sales during 2020: jigsaw puzzles.  My sister, Lora, and I are among 
many who have revived our childhood love of assembling puzzles, and go at it like fanatics. I estimate I've spent about $250 so far on 
jigsaw puzzles for our collection. Best of all, I can justify the hours I spend putting puzzles together as  brain therapy, since medical 
science has shown that this activity improves memory and helps prevent Alzheimers. 

I started looking into the history of jigsaw puzzles, and found it fascinating. For one thing, they were not called "jigsaw" puzzles until 
the 1880's, when the jigsaw was invented. Before that time, puzzles were known as "dissected maps" or dissected puzzles, since the 
earliest puzzles were made from printed maps glued to thin hardwood, and cut into large, simple shapes with a coping saw or 
marquetry saw.  According to www.puzzlehour.com a person who enjoys putting puzzles together is called a "dissectologist." 

It is believed that the first such puzzle was created by London engraver and cartographer John Spilsbury, around 1760. All puzzles up 
until the early 20th century were made of wood, and were primarily considered educational tools for children. Because they were 
wooden and hand-cut, puzzles were very expensive, and thus accessible by only the very rich.  By  the late 19th  century, wealthy adults
had begun to assemble puzzles as a form of entertainment at 
parties. These puzzles often came in beautifully carved wooden 
boxes that were works of art in themselves. These puzzles did 
not have an accompanying poster of the finished puzzle to aid 
in assembly. 

In the first quarter of the 20th century, die-cut machines at last 
made mass production of inexpensive jigsaw puzzles possible. 
Now cut from heavy cardboard, many new subjects for puzzle 
pictures appeared, and the price of a 500 piece puzzle went 
from $5.00 in 1908, to 25 cents by the 1930s, which became 
the Golden Age of puzzles, the craze not dissimilar to the new 
popularity of puzzles in this Covid era. In the decades since, 
numerous innovations, such as 3-D puzzles, have become 
commonplace.  

Sources:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jigsaw_puzzle;                    
www.puzzlehour.com;www.aarp.org; 
https://www.venuspuzzle.com/article/history-of-jigsaw-puzzles;
https://www.puzzlewarehouse.com/history-of-puzzles/;
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/piecing-together-the-history-of-jigsaw-puzzles/
  

U.S. Puzzle 
c.1860

The Editor
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